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PANDEMIC EMERGENCY PLAN 

Annex J: Infectious Disease/Pandemic Emergency 

As the COVID-19 pandemic surged around the world, healthcare policy makers, 
management and staff have had to recognize a risk that was talked about, but never really 
prepared for. Complicating the response further was that this pandemic was caused by a new 
pathogen, (novel virus), and to which there was no natural immunity or vaccination. We are still 
learning about how this disease is transmitted, which population is the most vulnerable and the 
best course of treatment. As this pandemic (COVID-19) takes a terrible toll on the elderly and 
those sick with co-morbidities, Skilled Nursing Facilities congregate care setting were especially 
at risk during this outbreak. As a result of this, the State and Federal governments have enacted 
additional requirements for the safe operation of all SNF. This document lays out the required 
elements of new legal and regulatory responsibilities during a pandemic. 

(R) = Required Element

• NYSDOH regulation indicates both required and recommended elements need to be

addressed in PEP

Preparectness ,:asks fQ! all J_nfectiQuS Disease Events 

1. Staff Education on Infectious Diseases (R}
• The Facility Infection Preventionist (IP)/lnservice Coordinator will provide education on

Infection Prevention and Management during orientation of new staff, as well as

ongoing education on an annual basis and as needed to prepare all staff should a

facility experience an outbreak of an infectious disease.
• The IP/lnservice coordinator will conduct annual competency-based education on the

use of PPEs (hand hygiene and donning/doffing .... ) for all staff. 
• The IP/lnservice Coordinator will provide in-service training for all staff on Infection

Prevention policies and procedures as needed to prepare all staff in the event of an

infectious outbreak including all CDC and State updates/guidance.

2. Develop/Review/Revise and Enforce Existing Infection Prevention Control, and
Reporting Policies (R)

The facility will continue to review/revise and enforce existing infection prevention 

control and reporting policies. The Facility will update the Infection Control Manual, 

which is available in a digital and print form for all staff, annually or as may be required 

during an event. The facility management will consult with local Epidemiologist to 

ensure that any new regulations and/or areas of concern as related to Infection 

Prevention and Control are incorporated into the Facilities Infection Control Prevention 

Plans. 




















